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n MKWL COMMUNIU\TIOHS COWMiSH* 
IFFICf OF THE SECRETARY 

b l s  Iicnc Flaniiery 
V i c r  Prcsidciit - t l igh Cost and Low Income Di~isioii  
2120 L Street. N W 
SLIllC 000 
Washington. D C ’  20037 

Re: High Cost Certification Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §$ 54.313 and 54.314 
CC Docket 96-45 

Dear Ms Dortch and Ms Flaniiery 

0 1 1  behalfofHighland Cellular, Inc ,and EasterhrookcCclIularCorporation (“Companies”), 
w e  cnclose herewith an Order o f  the Wcst Virginia Public Service Commission af f i rming that 
scLcral incumbent and comperilivc eligible telecomniuriications carriers, including the Companies, 
arc usins  Federal universal service support only for thc provision, maintenance and upgradins o f  
hcrlitics and seiv~ccs for which [he support IS intended, consistent with Section 254(e) of the 
C~ini i i i t i i i icaLio~is Act or‘ 1934, as m e n d c d  

Plcase rctiirn il date-stamped copy in the sclf-addressed envelope provided 



Octohcr I .  2003 
P ' y  z 

Pleasc cor 202-828-8430 i f  any quc: 
; i t~~cIied Ortlcr or i f  yoti rcquire any additional iiiIlmiiatioii. 

Sincerely, 

ms ariz mi I the 

Stebeii M Chenioff 
Cotinsel for Easterbrooke Cellular Coilwration a i d  

Hishlaiid Ccllular, Inc 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON 

AI 'I scssion ol'rlie I'uhlic Set-vicc Commission or Wesl Virgiliis, in tbc City ofCharleston, oil 
the 2'1th day of September, 2003.  

GENERAL INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
Ccrti l icalion of  the dispositioti ol'lcderal uii iversal 
scn  ice funding by incumbent local exchang  

tclecoiiiiiitinications ciirricrs and coinpctitivc 
e l i yb lc  tclcconimuiiications carriers in West Virgtnla 
for calendar year 2004 

CObIMISSION ORDER 

On Mdy 2 I ,  2003, l t ic Coiiiinission's Coiistimer Advocate Div is ion (the C A D )  ti led the 
"Coiisuiner Advocate Division's Petition To Initiate a General Investigation "The CAD 
pcLi[ioticd the Commission to in i t iak  a general invcstigalion regarding the certification of 
cornpllancc wilh Section 254(c) o f t h c  Comiiiunications Act of 1934, (47 U S C. $254(e)), as 



amciidcd, (the Act), by  all eligible telecoinnitinicatioiis carriers ( E K s )  in West Virginia for the 
calendar year 2004 Staf f  furthcr pclitioncd tlie Commission to initiate a general investigation to 
cstclhlish condiuons which should normally be imposed iii any order granting ETC status and 
i i i i i lon i i  standards regarding lhe certification orcompliance with these conditions and w i th  
Scction 254(e) b y  a l l  ETCs i n  the Slate o f  Wcst Virginia 

SLiff filed 11s “lnilial .)oiiil Staf f  Mciiioraiiduiii” on July I O ,  2003 Therein Staf f  recommciided 
tlie Commission ini l iale two separate general investigations to address thc C A D  request. 

By ordcr enlcred August 5, 2003, the Commission granted the CAD’S pelition to initiate a 
geiieial invectigalioii regarding certification of the  disposition o f  federal universal service 
fiintlinS for calendar year 2004 by ( 1  ) iiicuiiihent local exchange camers (incumbent LECs or 
ILtCs) and (2) competitive LECs that have bccn designated as eligible Lelecommunicalions 
ciirricrr ( ETCY) in Wesl Virginia hi accotdancc wi th  Srafl‘s recommendations, the Commission 
ordered that ILECs and  coinpcli l ive E l C s  tile \en fied statements demonstrating that they use 
t‘ci.deral t ini icrhal serv ice support “oiily for tlic 

probision. maintenance anti upgrading a f  Facilities and services for which the support i s  
in~eiidcd,” cniisisteiit w i th  Scction 254(c) o f  the Telecommunications Act  o f  1996, by  August 15, 
2003 Coinmission Order lnit iatinc A (Jciicral Invcst i~at io i i ,  Case No 03-0781 - T-GI (August 5 ,  
20(J3). i i t  2 

In  i lcwrdaiice with the Coniinission’s order, a ntiiribcr ofcarricrs filed statemenls verifying that 
rederal tiiiiversal sclvicc funding i s  used only for the provision, maintenance and upgrading o f  
fac i l i ~ i cs  and services Tor which thc support i s  intended, consistent with Section 254(e) of the 
Telecoiiiniuiiicatioiis Act o f  1034, as aincntlcti rhese carriers were. 

,4uqust 12,2003 
Digital Connections, Inc. 
Sprucc Knob-Seneca Rocks Iclcphonc. l i ic 

Auqtist 13. 2003 
Arinslrong Telephone Compiiny - Northern Division 
Arnistroiis Tclcphoiic Company - Wcst Virginia 
Ci~i/ ,cns Telecommuiiicatioiis Company 01‘ Wcst Virginia, d/b/a 
F r o n  LI cr Coni iii u ii I ciil I oils o f  Wesr Virginia 
Hardy ~l.elccomi?iiinicatioiis. Inc 

Aurt is l  15. 2003 
tlighlmd Cellular, 1.I.C 



fiastcrbrooke Cellular Corporation 
Vcri/oii West Virginia Inc 
Wcst Side Telephone Co . d,'h/a Wcst Sick Telecomrntinica~ions 

T\ \o  camcis .  War Tclephoiic Company aiid Gateway Telecotri, LLC, doing business as 
S1r:itusWavc Coniin~inicatiotis, f i lcd aftcr tlic August 15, 2003, dcadline. See FootNote ' 

On Scptcnihcr 24, 2003. Staf'ffilcd a meinorandurn stating that i t  has reviewed the vcrified 
slatements provided by  t l ie alclrcmciitioiicd carriers and rccornrnended that the Commission cntcr 
an  order finding that ( I )  Digital Connections. l i i c  , does not have ETC 

s l i i ~ ~ i s .  (2 )  tlic carriers are tisiiig fedcral tini\crsal scrvtcc support only Tor the provision, 
maintcnancc aiid upgrading o f  facilities aiid sctviccs for which the support i s  intended, consistent 
u i t l i  Scctioii 254(c) o f  Ihc Coiiii i iuniciitioiis Act  o f  1034, as amcndcd; and (3) it i s  appropriate to 
certify IU the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and CJniversal Servicc Administrative 
C'ompaiiy (CJSAC) that the carricrs arc eligible lo conlintie receibiiig fe!krdl universal senicc 
support. based o n  l l iose vert hcd statcniciils. 

DISCUSSION 

Thc Coniniission li i ids that tlic above menliotied telecommunications carriers, exccpt Digital 
Coniiectioiis. ltic , usc fcdcral tiniversal service support only for the provision, maintetiancc and 
upgrading of facilities and serviccs for which the support i s  intended, consistent wi th  Scction 
254(c) o f  thc Communications Act  of 1034. as amended, and should he certified to rcccive 
Federal Universal Scrvicc suppoi-t dtirii ig .January I, 2004 to December 3 I ,  2004 These carriers 
arc cilher ILECs or h a w  bccri previously dcsigiiatcd as LTCs by  tlie Commission 

Diytal Connectioiis, Inc , should submit,  under a separate tiling, i t s  request for ETC status 

ORDER 



-I I' IS  I 'HEKEFORE ORDERED that thc fol lowing carriers are using Fedcral Universal Service 
support only for the provision, mainlciiaticc aiid upgrading of facilitics and services for which the 
support i s  intended, consistent \bit11 Secl ion 254(c) or t l ie  Communications Act  of 1934, as 
amcndctl 

( I  ) Amislron:: Telephone Company - Northern Division 
(2 )  Ariiistrong Tclcphonc Company - Wcst V irginia 
( 3 )  Ci t im is  Telccoiiimunicatioiis Company of Wcst V i ryn ia ,  d/b/a 

F rorit icr Communications of Wcst Virginia 
(4) Eastcrhrookc Cellular Corporation 
( 5 )  IliherNel, LLC 
( 0 )  Hardy 1 elecoiiiiiiunicatioiis, l i ic 
(7 )  tiiglilatid Cellular, LLC 
( 8 )  Sprucc Knob-Scneca Rocks Telephone, lnc 
( 0 )  Ckitcway Tclccoiii. LLC, d/b/a 

S tw t ti s W avc <'om m ti ti i ca l  i oils 
( IO) Vc r imn  West Virginia Inc 

West Side I elceoinniiitiicatioiis 
i v  ( I  3) W m t  Sirlr Tclrplvlnr r n  , il/h/;l 

I T  IS F l iRTHFR ORDERED that i t  i s  appropriatc to certify to the Federal Con-~niuiiications 
Commission ami Universal Service Adniinistrativc Company (hat the above statcd camcrs are 
cli!ghle to coiitii iue rccciving l'cdcral universal service support for calender year 2004, based on 
the ver i  ficd statcirienls subniitted to tlic Comiiiission. 

IT IS FURTHER OKDERED that upon enlry o r th is  ordcr, this case shall be rernovcd from the 
C'oiiitnission's docket o fopcn  cases 

1'1. IS IWRTHER ORDERED that thc Commission's Exccutive Secretary scrve a copy o f th i s  
order upon all parties o f  record by Uniled States First Class Ma i l  aiid upon Commission Staff by 
hand delivery 

A True Copy, Teste: 



Sandra Squire 
Ereciitive Secretary 


